CHAPTER VII

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  TO  THE   INTER-
NATIONAL  COMMONWEALTH

MOST people who speak our language believe that
the principle of the commonwealth under which they
live will spread to the world at large, that in course of
time all nations will somehow or other acquire the art
of self-government. They would see nothing fantastic
in a forecast that sooner or later the world will be
covered by national commonwealths. But if they are
asked to conceive a world in which all these national
states are incorporated in one commonwealth to
which every human being in the last resort owes his
allegiance, they feel at once that they are asked to
enter the realms of fantasy. They think of the national
commonwealth contained by one frontier or coast
as the last word in human development. The idea of
the national state imprisons their minds. They can
no more conceive a genuine commonwealth of
nations than a Greek in the time of Aristotle
could conceive a national commonwealth which
contained all the cities of Greece. This profound
belief in the national commonwealth as the last
word in political construction is a gulf in the
minds of men which has to be bridged before we
can move to a higher level of civilisation than that
we have reached.

What steps can be taken to change this outlook?
How shall men be convinced that a government of
the world responsible in an ever-increasing degree
to those who are governed is a practical project,
which can be achieved if they have it in view? I
refuse to consider any ideal as deserving the name,
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